DENTISTS ORDINANCE, No. 36 OF 1926. 



The sixteenth day of oeptenber,Cne thousand 

nine hundred and trenty-six. 









GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


DENTISTS ORDINANCE, 
No. 3ti of I92f>. 


An Ordinance to regulate the practice of Dentistry 


RE IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Pales¬ 
tine. with tlie advice of the Advisory Council thereof:- 


I. This Ordinance may he cited as the Dentists Ordi- Short title 
nance, 1926. 


2. ( 1) No person, unless lie is authorised under this 

Ordinance, shall practise or hold himself out, whether directly 
nr by implication, as practising or being prepared to practise 
dentistry. 


Practice of den¬ 
tistry only by 
authorised 
persons. 


For the purpose of this Ordinance, the practice of dentistry 
shall he deemed to include (he performance of any such 
operation and the giving of any such treatment, advice or 
attendance as is usually performed or given hy a dentist, 
and the performance of any operation or (he giving of any 
treatment, advice or attendance to or on any person as 
preparatory to or in connection with the lilting, insertion 
or fixing ol artificial teeth. 


(2) Nothing in this Section shall operate to preventi¬ 
on) the practice of dentistry by a licensed medical 
practitioner as incidental to his medical practice; 

(b) the performance of minor dental work by any 
attendant employed by a person authorised to practise dentistry 
and working under his personal supervision in accordance with 
regulations. 


3. The following persons are authorised to practise den¬ 
tistry :- 

/ 

(a) qualilied dentists who are or are deemed to be 
the holders of a licence to practise granted under this Ordinance; 

(b) persons who have obtained permission to prac¬ 
tise in accordance with the provisions of Section 7 hereof. 


Persons author¬ 
ised to practise 
dentistry. 
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Licences. 


Appeal against 
refusal of licence. 


Use of term im¬ 
plying qualifica¬ 
tion. 


Temporary per¬ 
mits to practise. 




i. (1) Application for a licence to practise dentistry 
shall be made to the Director of the Department of Health, 
who may grant a licence on being satisfied that the applicant 

(a) is of good character; and 

(b) has studied dentistry fora period of at least three 
academic years in a dental or medical school recognised by the 
Director, and has obtained a diploma in dentistry recognised 
bv the Director. 

a* 

(c) lias obtained Palestinian citizenship or has 
received permission to remain permanently in Palestine. 

(2) A fee of £E. 2 shall be chargeable on the grant 
of a licence to practise. 


5. Any person aggrieved by any refusal or failure to 
grant any licence to practise dentistry may, within six months 
after the date on which he applied fora licence, appeal against 
the refusal or failure, as the case may be, to the Supreme 
Court sitting as a High C.ourt: and in any such appeal the 
Supreme Court may give such directions in the matter as it. 
thinks proper, including any directions as to the costs of appeal. 
The Order of the Supreme Court shall he final and conclusive. 


D. (1) No persons other than those who are the holders 
of licences to practise under this Ordinance shall use the titles 
of Dentist or Dental Surgeon, or any similar title or description, 
whether expressed in words or by letters, implying the posses¬ 
sion of a dental qualification. 


(->) 

shall take or 


mises 


No holder of a licence under this Ordinance 
, or lix to or use in connection with his pro¬ 
of* practice, any title or .description reasonably cal¬ 
culated to suggest that he }H)ssesses any professional status or 
qualifications other than the status or qualifications which lie 
in fact possesses, and which is stated in the application for a 
licence presented by hi n\. 


7. (A) The Director of the Department of Health may, upon 
application made within twelve months from the date at which 
this Ordinance comes into force, grant, if he thinks fit, a permit 
to practise dentistry to any person 


(a) who w r as engaged in dental practice in Palestine 
on his* own behalf for a period of five years at least during the 
seven years preceding the date of this Ordinance; and 

(b) whose sole or principal means of livelihood is 
the practice of dentistry; and 
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(c) who is of good character. 

(2) Every such permit to practise shall he vali<l for 
twelve months only arnl sjjiill expire on the 31st day of Decem¬ 
ber in each year, hut snail he renewed on payment of an 
annual fee of L.E. 1. 

(3) A lee of £E. 2 shall be charged upon the grant 
of a permit under this Section. 

(4) The holder of a permit under this Section may 
describe himself as dental practitioner but shall not describe 
himself as a dentist or dental surgeon. 

8. No person shall be entitled to recover any fee or 
charge from any Court for the performance of any dental ope¬ 
ration or for anv dental attendance or advice unless he is 
authorised to practise dentistry under this Ordinance. 

9. (1) Where it aprears to the High Commissioner, upon 
complaint of the Director of the Department ol Health or of any 
person aggrieved, that the holder of a licence or* of a permit to 
practise dentistry has been guilty of unprofessional conduct as a 
dentist, or obtained his licence or permit by misrepresentation, 

lias proved himself incapable or grossly negligent in the 

formance of his duties as a dentist., or has persistently faile 
. . . . . . . 7 _ » ** 


or 


pei 


I 


to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance or of any Re- 
gulations made thereunder, the High Commissioner may cancel 
the licence or permit, or direct that it shall be suspended for 
such time as may he fixed by him. 

A # 

Provided that no order for cancellation or suspension shall 
be made unless the person complained against lias bad an oppor¬ 
tunity of submitting to the High Commissioner a written state¬ 
ment in his defence. 

(2) Upon the issue of an order of cancellation or 
suspension, the holder of the licence or permit shall deliver his 
licence or permit to the Director of the Department of Health. 


10. (1) Subject to any Regulations made under this 

Ordinance, it shall be lawful for the holder of a licence to 
practise to possess and use for the purpose of his practice any 
drug which may be required. He may administer local and 
general anaesthetics to a patient in the course of his treatment, 
hut shall not administer any general anaesthetic other than 
nitrous oxide gas unless a licensed medical practitioner is 
present and responsible for its administration. 

*» y 

(2) The holder of a permit under Section 7 shall 
not, without the written permission of the Director of the Depart¬ 
ment of Health, be in possession of or use in his practice any 


Recovery ot‘ fees. 


Cancellation and 
suspension of 
licences and per¬ 
mits. 


Licensed dentists 
may keep drufs, 
etc. 
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Dentists not to 
advertise. 


drug or medical preparation sperilied in Schedules 1 and 2 to 
the Public Health (Pharmacists) Ordinance, 1921. He shall not 
perform any operations upon a patient under a general anaesthetic. 


11. The holder of a licence or of a 
shall not advertise his practice in any way, 
ation of his surgery mav be indicated bv a 

f y i) i t 

bearing his name, qualifications, profession 
sultation. 


permit to practise 
save that the situ- 
|date fixed thereto 
and hours of con- 


Power of inspfc 
tion. 


Registration of 
dental dressers. 


Penalties. 


12. The Senior Medical Olficer or Medical < )lficer of 
of Hit* District in which anv dental surgerv or clinic is 

•< w 

may at any reasonable hour enter upon and inspect it. 


I leallli 
situate 


13. ( I ) Every holder of a licence or permit to practise 
dentistry who takes into or has in his employ a dental dresser, 
nurse or other attendant shall forthwith cause the name of such 
person to he registered in a register of dental attendants kept 
under this Ordinance. 

(2) The Director of the Department of Health may, by 
Regulations under this Ordinance, prescribe the persons by whom 
such registers shall be kept, the forms to fie employed, the particu¬ 
lars to be given and the conditions of entry upon the register 
and of cancellation of entries. No fee shall be charged for re¬ 
gistration or cancellation of entries. Any right to cancel entries 
given to any officer of the Department of I leallli shall he sub¬ 
ject to an appeal by the aggrieved person to the Director. 

14. (h Any person who, not being authorised to prac¬ 
tise under this Ordinance, niacrises or holds himself out, whether 
directly or hv implication, as practising or being prepared 
to practise dentistry shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 

£E. 50 or imprisonment not exceeding three 

months. 


exceeding 


(2) Any person, not being the holder of a licence 

to practise, who assumes or uses the title of Dentist or Dental 
Surgeon, or otherwise fails to comply with the provisions of 
Section 6 hereof, shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £E.-50. d 

(3) Any holder of a licence or permit to practise 
who employs any dental dresser, nurse or other attendant who 
is not registered under this Ordinance shall be liable on con¬ 
viction to a fine not exceeding £E. 50. 

(4) Any holder of a licence or permit to practise who 
impedes or obstructs an officer inspecting his surgery or clinic, 
or who fails to comply with any provision of this Ordinance or 
of any Regulations made hereunder for which no other penalty 
is prescribed, shall be liable on conviction to a fine not ex¬ 
ceeding £E. 20. 
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(5) Tlie Court convicting of any offence under this 
Section inav. 


(a) recorninend the cancellation or suspension of 
the licence or permit to practise dentistry held by the 
convicted person; and 


(b) order tin* confiscation 
constitutes the offence of which the 


of articles the use of which 
offender is convicted. 


IT). The name and address of every person to whom a 
licence or permit is granted under this Ordinance, or whose 
licence or permit is cancelled or suspended shall he published 
in flie Official (iazette. 


Publication of 
names of persons 
to whom licence 
I'mnted, or whose 
licence is sus¬ 
pended. 


mav 

* 


lb. The Hi^li Commissioner may 
vary or revoke, Herniations as to - 


make, and 


when made, 


Peculations. 


(a) the procedure to be followed and the forms to 
he employed in connection with application for and grant of 
licences and permits under this Ordinance; 


(b) I he dental and medical schools and diplomas 
recognised for the purposes of this < hdinanee; 

(c) any other matter requiring regulation under 
this Ordinance. 


17. (1) No licence to practise as a dentist shall hereafter 

be granted under the Public Heal lb Ordinance, dated the 
1 fHIi of Mav, ISM 8. ; 

/ 


Provisions as to 
licences tinder 
(h dinanceof 1918. 


(2) Every person who is the holder of a licence to 
practise as a dentist under the said Ordinance shall hereafter 
be deemed to be the holder of a licence to practise dentistry 
under this Ordinance anti shall he subject to all the pro¬ 
visions hereof. / 


18. Part VI of the Public Health Ordinance, No. 1, 1918, ftepcal. 
is repealed so far as it applies to the licensing of dentists. 


10th September, 1926. 


PLUMER F. M. 

lliyh Commissioner . 


i 


